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A Study of Japanese Primitive Beliefs Based on an Analysis of Noh's Okina

Abstract: Okina, also named "Shikisanban" and "Okina Sarugaku", is a Noh drama basically performed in the form of dance
and song, which is rich in ritual and religious colors. Among the various views on the origin of Okina, the theory of primitive
beliefs is the most reasonable one as it conforms to the general laws of the development of human civilization and is most like-
ly to reflect the primitive mental state of human beings and the developmental condition of religious arts. Okina might have
originated from a kind of Japanese native primitive performance, and later, it absorbed the essence of Sangaku, a foreign drama
from China, and then matured. The ideological sources of Okina are the rice soul worship and ancestor worship. Based on an
analysis of these sources, it can be seen that there are three characteristics in Okina's long evolution which are "the combina-
tion of religiousness and artistry", "the alternating emergence of benediction and entertainment" and "the conversion from tran-
sition to fusion".

Keywords: Okina; Noh; primitive beliefs; ancestor worship; the rice soul worship
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