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Re—examining the Establishment of the Meirokusha

Abstract: The historical facts of the establishment of the Meirokusha, or Meiji Six Society, are basically known. However,

there still remain some problems to be solved. To describe the details of the setting up of the Meirokusha more clearly, this pa-

per reached the following conclusions on the basis of the records. The current description of how the Meirokusha was set up

and dismissed by Nishimura Shigeki is not totally exact, and some mistakes remain. About the core members of the Meiroku-

sha, there are more than those on the list given by Nishimura. As an intellectual society, the Meirokusha valued financial af-
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fairs, which is very different from other groups. And since the day Meirokusha was set up, the members attached great impor-

tance to privacy, which runs counter to the goal to enlighten the common people set by Meirokusha, and this might be one of

the main reasons why the Meirokusha was dismissed so soon after its establishment.

Keywords: Meirokusha; Nishimura Shigeki; enlightenment
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