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Sense and Sensibility Intertwined in ''"The Invasion and Repatriation Experience of the

Japanese People"

Abstract: In August 1971, Ushio, a Japanese magazine for the general public, published a special issue titled "The Invasion
and Repatriation Experience of the Japanese People". As an extensive discussion by Japanese scholars and thinkers on issues re-
lating to the repatriation of ordinary Japanese people after the end of World War II, this issue included contributions from Yo-
shimi Takeuchi, Shunsuke Tsurumi and other major figures in Japan's intellectual circles, and the views of Japan's general pub-
lic were also reflected in Monologues of One Hundred Repatriates. By sorting out and analyzing the Monologues of One Hun-
dred Repatriates, this paper identifies a prevailing presence of a strong, nonreciprocal emotion of victimization. This predomi-
nant narrative perspective of victimization spread through various forms of Japanese literary works on repatriation after World
War II. By scrutinizing the creative thinking of Japanese thinkers on how to reach a rationalized understanding of the so-called
"desolate history" and learn from it with a sensible mind - a perception that creates a tension with Japan's general public unduly
consumed with irrational emotions towards this part of history, this paper strives to expose issues relating to the repatriation ex-
perience, such as a mismatched conceptualization of viewing Japanese repatriates as victims instead of perpetrators, and flaws
impeding modern progress in East Asia.

Keywords: war; repatriation; desolate history; perpetration; victimization
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