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A Comparative Study of Chinese and Japanese Causative Sentences Using ''Rang' and
"Saseru'': A New Classification Based on Semantic Usage

Abstract: In previous studies, the comparison of Chinese and Japanese causative sentences was mainly based on the early
classification of Japanese "saseru" in causative form. This study takes both the unique semantic usage of Chinese causative sen-
tences and the recent categorization of Japanese causative sentences into consideration and tries to reorganize the semantic us-
age and sentence characteristics of Chinese and Japanese causative sentences using "rang" and "saseru" and the correspondence
between them. This paper further discusses the non-correspondence in the Chinese-Japanese translation of causative sentences.
The common semantic usages of both include permission, psychological induction, and transitive verbs, which all have corre-
spondence and non-correspondence. The semantic usages including objective cause, indirect orders and behavioral rules are
unique to Chinese. The semantic usages, including reflexive and responsibilities, are unique to Japanese.
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