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Xie Lingyun's Influence on the Poetic Banquets of the Heian Period

HREBEEGSE RS

Abstract: In Heian period aristocratic society, poetic banquets played an important role as social functions. At such banquets,

prefaces would definitely be composed accompanying the poems. The content of these prefaces focused on the components of

an ideal banquet, which included the host, the right season, beautiful scenery, esteemed fellow poets, and a delightful celebra-

tion. This paper shows that these five elements can also be found in Xie Lingyun's Preface to Imitations of the Wei Crown

Prince's Gathering in Ye which is collected in Wenxuan, and finds that Xie Lingyun played a vital role in the poetic banquets at

that time.

Keywords: poetic banquets; preface of the poems; Preface to Imitations of the Wei Crown Prince's Gathering in Ye: Eight Poems
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