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Research on the Asymmetry between the Affirmation and Negation of the Auxiliary Verb
teshimau

Abstract: The auxiliary verb teshimau, which is regarded as a form of aspect, is actually a special language form in between
proposition and modality and has the meaning of aspect and modality concurrently. The character is reflected in the asymmetry
between its affirmation and negation. The more teshimau has the meaning of aspect, the more easily it undergoes negation. On
the contrary, the more it has the meaning of modality, the harder it becomes to undergo negation. Continuity between proposi-
tion and modality, and constraint of subjectivity on negation are important syntax reasons for the asymmetry between the affir-
mation and negation of teshimau.

Keywords: teshimau; affirmation and negation; asymmetry; subjectivity; continuity
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