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The Image of Samurai in the Taiheiki: Focusing on "loyalty'' and 'filial piety"

Abstract: In the Japanese historical epic the Taiheiki, Kusunoki Masashige and Kusunoki Masayuki were known as models of
"loyal ministers" in the Southern Court. This image of samurai not only derived from the description of them in the 7aiheiki but
also had a great connection with the accepted history of the Taiheiki. This article is not limited to the samurai in the Southern
Court, but takes the samurai described in the Taiheiki as the object and thinks out of the framework of the "monarch-subject re-
lationship". In terms of the methodology, taking the two keywords "loyalty" and "filial piety" in the original text of the Taiheiki
as a starting point, this article focuses on how the text describes the samurai in detail by using the two concepts of "loyalty" and
"filial piety", then further demonstrates the importance of "loyalty" and "filial piety" to the samurai, thus concluding with the
image of samurai in the Taiheiki.
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