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A Study of Japanese Literature Research Projects Approved by National Social Science
Fund

Abstract: Over the past 30 years, the National Social Science Foundation has funded more than 200 research projects relating
to Japanese literature in total, which has formed a relatively complete research system for the studies of Japanese literature in
China, and has gradually changed the imbalance between the research on Japanese literature in China and the research on Chi-
nese literature in Japan. At the same time, we should also note that there are still some problems, even though certain achieve-
ments in the research on Japanese literature have been made in various fields. To be specific, the number of research projects is
relatively small, and the distribution of subjects is uneven, with modern subjects being emphasized over ancient ones; there are
more micro researches and less macro researches; fictional texts have been given too much attention while non-fictional texts
have been given too little. In addition, concerning the translation of ancient Japanese literature, literary theory and aesthetic
classics is insufficient, there are too few research subjects related to Japanese translation, and the Japanese collection of Chi-
nese literature is inadequate. As for the outcomes of research projects, there is a lack of systematic research results relating to
translation of Japanese classical literature, the construction of the literary system, and so on. As research achievements of the
National Social Science Fund projects, which represent the highest level of humanities and social science research projects in
China, higher requirements should be made on their originality and systematization.
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