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The Influence of The I Ching on Kumazawa Banzan's Political Thought

Abstract: Kumazawa Banzan (1619-1691) is a representative thinker of the Yangming school in the early Edo period of Ja-
pan. His works are quite abundant. Most of the previous studies on Banzan focused on his political and economic thought, edu-
cational thought and religious thought. However, his thought about The I Ching which had far-reaching influence on his ideo-
logical system has not yet been explored. Therefore, based on Banzan's last work Xici Zhuan and The Interpretation of The 1
Ching, this paper analyzes the divination of "yaowei" and explains the "principle" of the match between "virtue" and "position"
under the dual political system of the Japanese emperor and shogun with the "image" of "social class" corresponding to "yao-
wei". It can be said that Banzan had a profound experience of Japanese politics, and then tested it with scriptures. The interpre-
tation of The I Ching, which transplanted the concept of Chinese philosophy to Japan, played a positive role in the spread of tra-
ditional Sinology.
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