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Research on the Circulation of Liuyuyanyi Based on Three Major Reforms in the Edo Period

Abstract: Liuyuyanyi was a moral admonition book born in the late Ming Dynasty and early Qing Dynasty. After it was
spread to Japan in the 18th century, in order to educate the public on morality, Tokugawa shogunate gave it some instructions,
annotations and published a variety of editions. This paper investigates the actual situation of the circulation of Liuyuyanyi by
conducting an analysis of the representative variant editions of the book, looking into the process of the rereading and reinter-
pretation of Liuyuyanyi against the historical backdrop of three major reforms in the Edo period and the characters at each
stage. This helps to deepen understanding of the history of cultural exchange between China in the Ming-Qing period and Ja-
pan in the Edo period, the state of intellectual communications around the East China Sea in the contemporary age and the fact
that Chinese traditional ideology and culture connected with Japanese ideology and culture in modern times.

Keywords: Edo period; three major reforms; Liuyuyanyi; variant editions; circulation
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