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Textile Artworks of the Song, Yuan and Ming Dynasty in Japan and Their Localization

Abstract: From the Kamakura period to the early Edo period, a great quantity of textiles were transported to Japan from Chi-
na along the Maritime Silk Road. With the popularization of tea ceremony traditions in Japan, they became so-called meibutsu-
gire [celebrated textiles] used as covers for famous tea vessels or in the binding of hanging scrolls. This paper studies the pro-
cess of localization of imported textiles in Japan from the perspectives of selection and reinterpretation. It concludes that tex-
tiles selected as meibutsugire showed a preference for cool tones and monochromatic patterns, because tea masters chose them
according to their unique aesthetic standards. Meibutsugire came into existence and have since been well-preserved in the
unique form of "kire". Although meibutsugire was an ancillary binding fabric, individual pieces have been given names by tea
masters and appreciated as an art form, attaining comparable status to the paintings, calligraphy and ceramic art that it deco-
rates. Such manners of localization reflected the active choice and reinterpretation of Japan upon accepting Chinese cultural relics.
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Author's Information:

Wu Shuang (Female) Year of Birth: 1983

Lecturer at Shanghai International Studies University, China
Japanese Culture

E-mail: wushuang1025@gmail.com

99



