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The Kirishitan Narrative in Ryunosuke Akutagawa's Christian Death
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Abstract: Christian Death is a representative work of Christian literature written by modern Japanese literature author Ryuno-

suke Akutagawa. According to the famous literature critic Miyoshi Yukio, the art-related inspiration in a twinkling is the theme

of the work. In fact, Christian Death uses the introduction of Christianity to Japan as its historical subject. The work focuses on

ordinary people's pursuance of "neighborly-love", and reproduces what martyrdoms were like before the Persecution of Reli-

gion Era. The unexpected artistic ending of the main character Lorenzo reflects the romantic atmosphere pursued by the socio-

cultural context of "Nanban Culture" during the period from Meiji to Taisho.
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