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China's Japanese Studies in 2018

Abstract: Among the important topics related to Japanese cultural studies in 2018, which were approved by relevant minis-
tries and commissions of the state, basic research on literature case summaries were more common, while the countermeasure
projects of the application type were scarce. Due to the 150th anniversary of the Meiji Restoration and the 40th anniversary of
the Sino-Japanese Treaty of Peace and Friendship, the relevant domestic institutions were keen to hold commemorative events
and academic seminars, but truly significant research achievements on thematic culture appear small in number and weak in
strength. In the numerous achievements resulting from researchers' choice of topics, many studies expounded the characteris-
tics of Japanese culture from such fields as human nature, art, tales of anomalies, and Buddhism. Some papers and translations
of basic historical materials trying to deconstruct the internal relations between China and Japan are worthy of attention. Look-
ing back on the relevant publications in 2018, the translation and publication of many foreign works, including the new transla-
tion and re-edition of some famous works, contributed to the domestic research and improved understanding of Japanese cul-
ture, and also enhanced the quality and realm of relevant discipline research. However, the lack of problem consciousness, the
unclear purpose of the studies, and semi-familiar understanding of China of some researchers continue to be problems that ex-
ist in Japanese culture studies in China.
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