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Hanshan and Shide in Japanese Ukiyo—e: Focusing on the Mitate—e Technique

Abstract: The theme of Hanshan and Shide is an important subject in the history of Chinese painting, which also has a unique
inheritance and development in Japan. Many Japanese Ukiyo-e works using the Mitate-e technique which show Hanshan and
Shide are valued as very creative works today. This article starts with Mitate-e technique, and sorts out three types of Mitate-e
commonly seen in the Ukiyo-e of Hanshan and Shide theme. The paper compares these with Chinese prints of the same theme
to summarize the intention and characteristics of Mitate-e technique. Hanshan and Shide theme, which originated from Zen
Buddhism in China, was gradually integrated into Ukiyo-e depicting mundane life in Edo. In this way, it presents the develop-
ment process from top to bottom, from elegant to vulgar. This change reflects the unique social backgrounds and specific audi-
ence psychologies behind it.
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