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On the Tower over the Pond in the Literature of the Five Mountains

Abstract: The verse 'Spring grass is sprouting by the pond' in Xie Lingyun's poem On the Tower over the Pond and its allu-

sion were usually quoted in classical Chinese poems of the Five Mountains, whereas the 'spring grass' was often replaced with

'green grass', which was usually used to extol the poetic states of the poets or their poems, especially in poems for harmonious

rhyming. This is so because extolling the poetic states of the Zen Buddhists as well as their poems is a basic attitude from the

idea of Poetry-Buddhism Interaction. Therefore, a tendency to think that 'green grass,' which relates to the image of 'wise man,'

is more appropriate than 'spring grass' has emerged in the world of poetry.

Keywords: Buddhists of Five Mountains; Xie Lingyun; On the Tower over the Pond; poems of 'juveniles are easy to grow

old'; the idea of Poetry-Buddhism Interaction
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