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A Methodology for Research into the Stylistic Features of Japanese Ancient Literature
and Buddhist Scriptures

Abstract: Based on the four-character speech act words found in Japanese ancient literature, this paper offers unique thinking
on the research methods of Buddhist scripture style in Japanese ancient literature from three aspects: source study as a method-
ology and its expansions, the existence of two sets of sources and language features, and the inclusion of three types of writing
styles and expressions. In Japanese ancient literature there are three types of literary styles and expressions: those influenced by
the traditional expressions of Chinese ancient literature, those originating from Buddhist scriptures, and the original expres-
sions resulting from the former two expressions. The original type represents a unique feature of the literary style of Japanese
ancient literature.

Keywords: Japanese ancient literature; style of Chinese Buddhist Sutras; methodology; two sets of documents; three types of

expressions
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