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The Ancient Japanese Border Consciousness and Discovery of Nature

Abstract: In the late 7th and early 8th century, a large number of law officers from the Japanese central government visited
border areas. From the natural environment, which was different from the capital, they acquired a new concept of nature and lit-
erary expression. Thereafter, they produced wakas of Mt. Fuji in the Manyoshu and descriptions of mountains in the Fudoki
and the Nihonshoki. These descriptions borrowed from the poetry of the Six Dynasties and Tang Dynasty and the output had
something in common with the creation of Xie Lingyun's scenic poems when he was appointed as satrap of Yongjia. However,
from the analysis of Otomo no Yakamochi we can see that there is also the capital of his own growth as a reference in the aes-
thetic consciousness and values of the author of the waka.
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