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Effects of Accentual Mistakes on the Naturalness of Learners' Spoken Japanese

Abstract: Previous studies have focused on the frequency and types of recurrent accentual mistakes made by Japanese learn-

ers. However, in the practical teaching session, there remains a debate as to whether it is crucial to give instruction on accentual

mistakes. Particularly, errors that mistake the unaccented pattern for the final- accented pattern have been frequently over-

looked. To explore this issue, the present study investigates native Japanese speakers' evaluations of six types of accentual mis-

takes on a five-point rating scale of naturalness using five hundred and forty sentences produced by non-native Japanese learn-

ers. The results revealed that, contrary to expectations, although mistaking the initial-accented pattern for the unaccented and

the final-accented pattern led to significantly lower ratings, mistaking the unaccented pattern for the final-accented pattern also

lowered the naturalness significantly. Overall, these results indicate the necessity of giving explicit instruction on the error of

mistaking the unaccented pattern for the final-accented pattern.
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B BURST suprasegmental
Kio#E long vowel
I center
ke low vowel
REREVE AN oy onset
A4t assimilation
PRI /R R coarticulation
HE tone
LN/ SR special mora
P A high middle pattern
i soft palate/velum
Wl velar
B & IRB R secondary articulation
UEE R double articulation
CATTEINITE diphthong
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