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The Semantic and Symbolic Meanings of ''Kubi'' in Japanese Idioms

Abstract: The word "kubi" in Japanese idioms is rich in semantic and symbolic meanings. However, there are few researches

on it in the academic circles so far. In order to clarify these semantics and their relationships with symbolic meaning, this paper

analyzes the meanings and the changes of meanings of the word "kubi" with the method of textual research and classification

and induction, distinguishes the meanings of the idiom containing "kubi", and summarizes the symbolic meaning of the word
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"kubi" according to their extended meanings. On this basis, it finds out that the meanings of the Japanese idiom "kubi" is not

only influenced by Chinese, but also possesses distinct characteristics of Japanese language and culture. This symbolic meaning

is not only influenced by the ancient Japanese cultural background, but also closely related to the ancient Japanese life form, in-

cluding clothing, kneeling habits and so on.
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