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Semantic Structure of the Japanese Sentence—Final Particle ''ka"

Abstract: The Japanese sentence-final particle ka could be used both interrogatively and non-interrogatively and these two us-
ages should be clearly differentiated with regard to two contexts, i.e. inner monologues and dialogues. In the interrogative us-
age in both contexts, ka could be used positively, negatively and neutrally. Judging from the attitude towards the proposition, in
inner monologues, ka's positive usage could be extended to such non-interrogative functions as information retrieving, intoning
and exclaiming, while its negative usage may give birth to rhetorical function. In dialogues, the interrogative ka could be used
in inquiry to listeners by speakers, while the non-interrogative ka could be used the same way as in inner monologues. In the
transfer from inner monologues to dialogues, the interrogatively used ka and rhetorically used ka may undergo the process of
inter-subjectification. In both contexts, in terms of the polarity of proposition, ka's positive alike usages and negative alike usag-
es are projections of each other, taking the neutral position as the middle point.

Keywords: interrogation; inner monologue; dialogue; inter-subjectification; projection
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