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A Corpus—based Contrastive Study of the Semantic Prosodies of Chinese and Japanese
Words: A Case Study of the High—frequency Word 'Persist' (Kenji) in the Japanese Trans-
lation of CPC Literature

Abstract: The study of Japanese translation for CPC Literature has been hotly pursued in recent years. It is urgent to establish
a new methodology to systematically and thoroughly analyze language using features in Chinese and Japanese to cope with the
cross-culture difficulties in the Japanese translation of CPC Literature. The Extended Unit of Meaning Model in corpus linguis-
tics provides a new approach to this problem. This study uses this model as the analytical framework to observe and compare
the similarities and differences of the semantic prosodies in the phraseological sequences centered on the verb 'persist' and its
Japanese counterpart kenji across the general corpora of Chinese and Japanese. The data shows that the two words form differ-
ent co-selection patterns with collocation words in each corpus, pointing to different semantic prosodies. It is indicated that the
phraseological uses of language in Chinese and Japanese have distinctive form-meaning features. The study can provide meth-
odological references for the study of translation equivalents in the Japanese translation of CPC Literature.

Keywords: Japanese translation of CPC Literature; the extended unit of meaning; semantic prosody; translation study
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