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A Study of Japan's New Era Name ''Reiwa''

Abstract: The two kanji characters for "Reiwa" are derived from the Manyoshu, an anthology of waka poetry filled with the
Japanese people's feelings for home and country. Through a study of the derivation of "Reiwa", it is possible to objectively re-
view the historical exchanges that have taken place in Sino-Japanese literature, and to provide a theoretical basis for rational in-
terpretations of Reiwa's connotation based on the unique culture of kanji characters in East Asia. "Rei" refers to the natural
ecology, and "Wa" concerns the spirit of humanities. Therefore, the new era name "Reiwa" represents wishes for a favorable at-
mosphere for the country, and harmony and good health for its people. "Reiwa" has distinctive features in its two kanji charac-
ters, with clear exclusiveness in the pronunciation, the combination of characters and even its selection of names, reflecting ob-

vious characteristics of "Washu".
Keywords: Reiwa; Manyoshu; Plum Blossom; Sino-Japanese literature exchanges; characteristics of Washu
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