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A Contrastive Study of the Japanese Postposition '"De'" and the Chinese Preposition

"Yong'' as Expressions of Transportation

Abstract: The postposition "de" in Japanese and the preposition "yong" in Chinese can express transportation, but in fact they

are different. For example, the preposition phrase "vehicle-de" sometimes can be translated as "yong-vehicle" but sometimes

cannot. Concerning this phenomenon, we first analyzed the verbs modified by "vehicle-de" and pointed out that these verbs

contain the verbs like "iku" and the verbs like "hakobu". According to the properties of those verbs modified by the phrase "ve-

hicle-de", we divided the "vehicle" into "vehicles for riding" and "vehicles for carrying", and then divided the "de" into "de ex-

pressing vehicles for riding" and "de expressing vehicles for carrying". We also illustrated the different roles of the two kinds

of "de" with image schema theory of cognitive linguistics. Finally, on the translation of "vehicle-de" and "yong-vehicle", we

point out that "de" can express "vehicles for riding" and "vehicles for carrying"; while "yong" can only express "vehicles for

carrying".

Keywords: postposition "de"; preposition "yong"; vehicles for riding; vehicles for carrying; image schema
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