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The Current Status and Demands of Training Japanese Teachers in Japan

Abstract: The professionalism of Japanese teachers is not widely acknowledged, for there are no professional certifications
admitted in Japan. Since the 1970s, four reports on Japanese education have been released by the Japanese government to dis-
cuss the qualifications and abilities that Japanese teachers should have and the educational content which is needed in the train-
ing for teachers in order to improve Japanese teachers' professionalism. Based on these reports, this paper reviews changes in
the qualifications and abilities of Japanese teachers, and shows that the training for teachers in "attitude", which is the founda-
tion of grasping knowledge, mastering skills and developing, is not sufficient in Japan. The cultivation of "attitude" should be
given more stress. How to cultivate the proper "attitude", especially during the early training for teachers, is an urgent problem
waiting to be solved. We hope that more scholars and teachers from China and Japan will communicate and work together to
solve problems in Japanese teacher education.

Keywords: Japanese teachers; qualifications and abilities; educational contents of teachers' training; ways to cultivate teach-

ers' attitude; teachers' development
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