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The Development of Japanese Phonological Awareness among Learners Majoring in Jap-
anese in China

Abstract: This study investigates the development of phonological awareness among Chinese students majoring in the Japa-
nese language, based on both cross-sectional and longitudinal approaches. The results show that: (1) The vowel awareness of
learners develops the fastest. It can reach a very high level after learning pronunciation and keep stable. (2) The consonant
awareness of learners can develop to a very high level after learning pronunciation, but it will later exhibit a U-shaped develop-
ment. (3) The tonal awareness of learners is at mid-level after learning pronunciation. It will develop to a higher level later, but
it will not be ideal. (4) The accent awareness of learners is the most difficult to develop. It stays at a low level. The paper
brings much inspiration to the teaching of Japanese phonetics.

Keywords: Japanese phonological awareness; vowel; consonant; tones; accent
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