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An Analysis of the Construction of a World of Symbolization: A study on the Metaphor
of Kawabata Yasunari's Yama No Oto

Abstract: The use of metaphor in the post-war novel Yama no oto [The sound of the mountain] by Kawabata Yasunari has ris-
en from rhetoric to language cognition and novel construction. Through the Noh Kikujidou [The boy with chrysanthemums],
Kawabata makes its textual elements become the motif metaphor of Yama no oto, and composes a fantastic song of exotic sur-
vival. The metaphor of the connection between the image and the context of Genji monogatari [The tale of Genji] covers Yama
no oto with a sad classical veil. The conceptual metaphor of dream writing, while shaping the real self of the protagonist,
achieves a retrograde reaction against the real space. The construction of multiple worlds fully reflects the author's questioning
and re-examining of ethics and love, death and sexual desires, as well as his exploration of novel construction methods on the
way back to the classics.
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