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A Study on Mori Kyohaku's Kojirigenkaisho: Taking the Allusion of '"Xishipengxin'' as
an Example

Abstract: Kojirigenkaisho, written by Mori Kyohaku, should be called the first Japanese full translation and analysis of

Menggqiu. Mori consulted the analysis of Xu Ziguang, as well as other Chinese and Japanese books, in order to describe the allu-
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sions into details that were easy to understand. But at the same time, he changed several of the contents from the original ones.

Taking "Xishipengxin" as an example, we can identify these differences: Dongshi was also a beauty; more than one woman imi-

tated Xishi; the allusion "Xishipengxin" from Zhuangzi, compared to the changes in the time, was analyzed as an allegory

which implies people do what the sages do without understanding the sages’ moralities. These were caused by the influence of

Magyishosetsu, Shirenyuxie, Mogyiwaka, the old analysis of Menggqiu, Zhuangziyanzhaikouyi, etc. In addition, these also left

an impact on works such as Mogyiizukai and Sekijitsumorokoshimono-gatari. Although the allusion was changed, it can be seen

that Mori made great efforts to popularize Chinese classics among the common Edo people.
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