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On Yamaga Soko's Interpretation of Mencius' Works: A Study on Interpunction of Mencius

Abstract: In early modern Japan, Yamaga Sokd, a Confucian scholar with a samurai background, began publicly doubting
Zhuism as upheld by the Tokugawa Shogunate and advocating for the study of ancient thought. In the Interpunction of Men-
cius, Yamaga presented an interpretation of Mencius' works that differed from that made by Zhu Xi in his work Mengzi Jizhu.
After studying the original texts from several different versions of Interpunction of Mencius, this paper compares the differenc-
es between Yamaga and Zhu Xi in understating Mencius' political thoughts and ethical arguments, and explores the peculiari-
ties in Yamaga's interpretation of Mencius' works and the factors behind the interpretation, and also expounds on the reflections
of Japanese Confucian scholars of early modern Japan on Chinese Confucianism and the awakening of their self-consciousness
in their efforts to solve the concurrent social issues of the Tokugawa period.
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