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(TTHERBE FRXK)

Impact of Abusive Adoption of National Security
Argument on Trade Policy and Direction of its Reforms

LIN Guijun Tatiana Prazeres

Abstract: National security and trade have been increasingly presented as inter-
twined, posing a great challenge to the multilateral trading system. This paper examines
the WTO disciplines pertaining to national security and then discusses the increasing im-
portance of the national security argument in trade policy. The paper also proposes
possible ways to address the risk of the abusive adoption of the national security exception
with some short-term actions. Given that the Trump administration has made extensive use
of the national security argument in trade policy, a change in government after the general
election in November 2020 in the United States provides a new opportunity for discussions
about the issue. The paper suggests that China should be fully prepared for the new oppor-
tunity, devising a new approach to how trade and security could be collectively addressed
with the double objective of preserving Members’ legitimate security concerns while avoi-
ding hidden protectionism.

Keywords: WTO National Security Exception; Trade Policy; Trade Protection
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