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Index, =

116



(BFRR 5 FA) 2021 F5% 4 #

&2 RTAHFRASANZRFRIEREBHEE

e =Yt AR A
(1) WTFR%SET AR IME? (2) BT
S5 24 AT DR O ML (3) Mg 2 h
R REHOR R (4) FELRIAICIRS (CRS)
; | TR EMETE Y (5) TR R R
SRS | BSBARRED | stk (6) 4 25 bR ARSI RO (57
(7) BB RCE  A R ER S (8) ol
g R R AR ALE (9) HAbTE PR S A
M PR RO LR 2
(1) MU 5 510 2 75 7 5 1k B S A B 1 R 1
SRAIE | BOEAML | BT (2) AT R A AR Ik o R A e R
5 2
s | g g | (1) ST IR B PEIRICRY M WA | S5
BRAKIFIRICE BIRAIERIGE | G
WTO BIE AN | (1) ZEEE WTO B F 5 55 H00E k2
e | (1) REAETRTEREEROE (2) 2HE
L N T
WTO L (1) REMEL TS HEREE? (2) BaEhT
AT B BT (3) SR TR 5 60 TR LA
TR Mg R TR T T AR R (4) 7
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B P 2 S AR SR U T AR AT WOL B R Y I i i (Regulatory quality) 45
v, ASSCUA M T FE S 10 A T 2 (L ) XA S e 19 ] 22 i) ) Y T B 22 5
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privy, WANEE I REHATE 19 007KF R ENIE, BB RTA $05 5 5 UL SR TR |
BHRAROCAR . A 55k S AR S R BE HR e BT IR 55t FV S B 3 0F
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How do Rules on Digital Trade in Regional Trade Agreements
Make a Difference to Digital Service Exports

—From the Perspective of Heterogeneity of RTA Provisions
PENG Yu YANG Bizhou SHEN Yuliang

Abstract: This paper developed a portfolio of indexes for measuring the heterogeneity
of provisions as set forth in regional trade agreements (RTAs) and conducted quantitative a-
nalysis of their depth, depending on the attributes of rules on digital trade specifying a wide
and diverse variety of provisions in RTAs. It was supported by empirical evidence to study
the impact of the depth of rules on digital trade in RTAs on the digital service exports of
participating countries based on the data concerning bilateral digital service exports from 72
economies worldwide from 2005 to 2018. The study finds that the increase in the depth of
rules on digital trade in RTAs plays a vital role in boosting digital service exports, and dif-
ferent types of rules and provisions have heterogeneous impacts on digital service exports. It
is concluded that the increase in the depth of data-related provisions (free and open type)
is the greatest boost to digital services exports, followed by trade promotion provisions (en-
vironmental convenience type ), and privacy protection provisions ( protection balance
type). The study also shows that the difference in domestic regulatory quality among RTA
members has a threshold effect on the export-related impacts brought by the deepening of
rules on digital trade. In other words, only when the difference in domestic regulatory
quality between two countries has been controlled to a certain extent will the rules on digital
trade in RTAs become an effective factor driving the export of bilateral digital services. This
means that participation in rules on digital trade of a higher standard is more of a “step by
step” and “learning by doing” process for those developing countries that represent
relatively lower domestic regulatory quality. As a result, it is necessary to place higher value
on the improvement in domestic regulatory governance of digital trade, compared to the
blind pursuit of signing rules of “the highest standards” with more depth.

Keywords : Regional Trade Agreement (RTA) ; Rules on Digital Trade ; Heterogeneity

of Provisions; Digital Service Export
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