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IPR Protection and the Position of Enterprises’ Global Value Chain

—From the Perspective of Intermediate Products’ Supply and Demand
DAI Zhonggiang LI Zhixu GAO Yunsheng

Abstract: Based on the micro-enterprise level, this paper constructed the IPR pro-
tection index and measured the position of enterprises’ export global value chain from the
perspective of supply and demand. Considering enterprises’ dual roles—suppliers and de-
manders of intermediate products—in the global value chain, this paper empirically ana-
lyzed impacts of IPR protection at the micro-enterprise level on the position of enterprises’
export value chain. The study finds that from the perspective of supply, IPR protection is
strengthened by expanding the advantages of enterprises’ property rights and promoting in-
novation, which can finally enhance the upstreamness of enterprises’ export in the global
value chain; from the perspective of demand, strengthening IPR protection will make the
formation of enterprises’ low-end locking. Then the downstreamness of enterprises’ export
in the global value chain will be improved. On the whole, strengthening IPR protection
has produced the value chain extension effect and deepened the global division of labor,
which has a significant role in obviously promoting Chinese enterprises’ relative position in
global value chain. The value chain climbing effect is greater than the low-end locking
effect.

keywords: IPR Protection; Global Value Chain; Upstreamness; Downstreamness
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