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International Patenting and the Export Product Diversification

—Evidence from the Countries along “the Belt and Road”
WANG Ye ZHANG Tianshuo QU Ruxiao

Abstract: Based on the trade theory of multiproduct firms, this paper constructed a
theoretical model for the influence of international patent applications on firms’ export
product scope. It empirically tested the impact of Chinese international patent applications
on firms’ export product diversification by using China’s patent application data in the
countries along “the Belt and Road” from 2007 to 2013. We find that international patent
applications significantly improve the firms’ export product diversification. The improve-
ment of patent quality is the main reason for promoting export product scope. The imitation
ability and the maturity of the intellectual property system of the hosting country are key
factors that decide whether international patents can function properly. The research not
only provides strategies reference for firms to apply for international patents, but also has
great significance for promoting the high-quality development of trade.

Keywords: International Patenting; Export Product Diversification; Imitation
Ability
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