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Agricultural Imports and China’s Food Security
under the Sino-US Economic and Trade Frictions
WANG Rongbo CAO Lijuan ZHU Jing

Abstract: China is the largest importer of agricultural products in the world, and ade-
quate and stable agricultural imports have become an important component of China’s food
security. Using the GTAP model, this paper examines the possible impacts of the Sino-US
trade dispute from 2018 to 2019 and the signing and performance of the Sino-US phase-one
economic and trade agreement in 2020 on China’s agricultural imports and food security.
The results show that: (1) Although China’s high-level import tariffs on US agricultural
products during the dispute have greatly reduced the agricultural imports from the US, the
overall impact on China’s agricultural imports is relatively limited due to the trade diversion
effect. The compensating effect of trade diversion varies across different varieties of agricul-
tural products, with a weaker compensating effect for meat, rice and wheat. (2) The sig-
ning of the Sino-US phase-one economic and trade agreement is conducive to increasing the
agricultural imports from the US. However, it has a significant negative impact on the im-
ports of some agricultural products from other countries and regions, such as oilseeds from
South America, corn and other grains from ASEAN, which puts corresponding pressure on
China to balance a long-term and benign trade partnership and maintain the stability of fu-
ture agricultural imports and the food security. (3) It should be noted that the limited
choices of trading partners and the single “pendulum” substitution effect for the imports of
specific agricultural products such as oilseeds will impose certain constraints on the option of
using agricultural products as bargaining chips in the Sino-US economic and trade frictions.

Keywords: Sino-US Economic and Trade Dispute; Sino-US Phase-one Economic and
Trade Agreement; Agricultural Imports; Trade Diversion; Food Security
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