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Analysis of the Development, Transformations, and Achievements of
China’s Foreign Cultural Trade: From 2012 to 2021
LI Xiaomu LI Jiashan LIU Xia
Abstract: The high-quality development of foreign cultural trade plays a significant
role in the establishment of China as a socialist cultural power with distinctive Chinese
characteristics. This paper reveals notable improvements in the theoretical and strategic
comprehension of China’s foreign cultural trade over the past decade. These advancements
include the acceleration of foreign cultural trade development, the pursuit of high-quality
cultural trade, the enhancement of people’s fundamental spiritual and cultural needs, the
improvement and diversification of cultural product and service supply, the integration of
culture and technology, and the international expansion of digital cultural products and
services. Consequently, the concept and strategy of foreign cultural trade have undergone
continuous transformation and upgrading. At the same time, the issuance of national guid-
ing documents in the realm of cultural trade, coupled with the substantial influence of na-
tional cultural export bases, has led to remarkable achievements in China’s foreign cultural
trade in terms of trade scale, country structure, and the promotion of “the Belt and Road”
initiative. In the future, China should seize the digital cultural trade development opportu-
nity, advocate for the application of digital technology in the cultural domain, stimulate
the global market vitality of small and medium-sized cultural enterprises, release the bene-
fits of “the Belt and Road” initiative at a higher level, and consolidate the foundation for
the high-quality development of cultural trade through the construction of national cultural
export bases.
Keywords; Foreign Cultural Trade; Transformations and Achievements; High-quali-
ty Development
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