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Opening of China—Europe Freight Trains, Trade Network Effects,
and the Export Resilience of Chinese Companies
SUN Lin CHEN Shuang
Abstract. This study utilizes matched data from Chinese Industrial Enterprise Data-
base and Chinese Customs Database from 2007 to 2014. Taking the opening of China—Eu-
rope freight trains as a quasi-natural experiment and employing an interweaving double
difference method, this paper empirically examines the causal effects of the China—Europe
freight train opening on the export resilience of Chinese companies based on the network
effect theory. A theoretical model is constructed to explore the relationship between them.
The research results indicate that the opening significantly enhances the export resilience
of Chinese companies within the radius of core station network, confirming the existence
and impact boundaries of network effects. The China—FEurope freight trains improve the ex-
port resilience of Chinese companies mainly by strengthening internal trade network
effects. The effect is more pronounced for Chinese companies with product diversification ,
located in regions with dense transportation networks, and higher exposure to risks. This
study provides new evidence to promote the safe and stable export of Chinese companies
and offers alternative paths to address critical bottlenecks between domestic and interna-
tional dual-cycle development.
Keywords: Export Resilience; China—FEurope Freight Trains; Trade Network
Effects; Transportation Costs; Network Effects
(TERBE £ R
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