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WA ZHERE . FIEE, QDI ELRE . BLS R R I i S5 A 2 T 42 1) A2
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International Entrepreneurship Effects of Digital Technology :
Micro-level Evidence from Global Entrepreneurship Monitory
TIAN Bifei XIAO Wenzheng SUN Yiping

Abstract. International entrepreneurship is an important factor driving employment
and achieving high-quality economic development in the new development paradigm. As
the core driving force of the digital economy era, digital technology has profound implica-
tions for international entrepreneurship. Based on individual entrepreneurship data from 99
economies during the period of 2010-2018, this paper constructs a comprehensive evalua-
tion system from three dimensions; accessing, using, and its skill of information and com-
munication technology to empirically examines the impact and mechanisms of digital tech-
nology on international entrepreneurship. The study finds that digital technology, as well
as its all dimensions, significantly promotes individuals’ decision to engage in international
entrepreneurship. Theoretical analysis and mechanism tests indicate that promoting prod-
uct innovation, enhancing social capital, and reducing credit constraints are important
pathways through which digital technology influences international entrepreneurship.
Heterogeneity analysis reveals that the positive impact of digital technology on international
entrepreneurship is more pronounced in developing countries, among male, low-income,
and lower risk aversion groups, and also in people perceiving entrepreneurial opportuni-
ties, or possessing entrepreneurial skills. This paper enriches the relevant theories on dig-
ital technology and international entrepreneurship, providing policy implications for en-
hancing international entrepreneurship activity thus to push forward high-level openness
and high-quality development.

Keywords ; Digital Technology; International Entrepreneurship; Product Innovation ;

Social Capital; Credit Constraints
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