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The Effect of US Intellectual Property Investigation on the
Export Product Range of Chinese Enterprises
DAI Zhonggiang RUAN Dongzhi

Abstract: After combining three sources of datasets: the Unfair Import Investigations
Information System of United States International Trade Commission, Chinese Industrial
Enterprises Database and Chinese Customs Database from 2008 to 2013, this paper em-
ploys the difference-in-differences approach to empirically investigate the influence of US
intellectual property investigation on the export product switch of Chinese sued enterprises.
It finds that Chinese sued enterprises will widen their export product range in both the sta-
ges of intellectual property investigation and the final determination. This result holds un-
der a series of robustness tests. Furthermore, we find that most Chinese sued enterprises
adjust their product structure by simultaneously adding and dropping products in the export
market to cope with US intellectual property investigation.

Keywords : Intellectual Property Investigation; Product Range; Export Enterprises;

Trade Barrier

(AR KRME)
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