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The Voice of the People Amid the Translation Field: A Study on the Changing Value Con-
notations of Chinese Publications in Postwar Japan

Abstract: Between 1945 and 1950, the field of translation in Japan was dominated by the English language and the ideology
it represented. However, after 1950, Chinese publications maintained an active presence in Japan's translation sphere. A com-
prehensive survey of relevant literature reveals that the appeal of Chinese works to Japanese intellectuals and the general pub-
lic stemmed not only from their depiction of the burgeoning People's Republic of China but also from their multifaceted roles:
facilitating intellectual exchanges between Chinese and Japanese intellectuals, serving as intermediaries for Russian social sci-
entific thought, and symbolizing anti-imperialist and anti-colonial ideologies. These Chinese publications mobilized latent forc-
es within the Japanese populace and pointed toward the possibility of a peaceful, independent, and autonomous "Third World."
Despite Japan's political sphere remaining deeply influenced by conservative traditions, leftist currents surged within society,
and the Chinese intellectual resources introduced through translation made tangible impacts on Japan's postwar ideological
landscape.
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