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On Japan's Multifaceted Identity Quest in Its Indo—Pacific Strategy

Abstract: An analysis of Japan's pursuit of multiple identities in its "Indo-Pacific Strategy" and clarification of the constraints
it faces in the interaction between identity construction and strategic practice can provide a new perspective for understanding
the changes in Japan's national interests from the geopolitical perspective of the Indo-Pacific region. In the "multiple + hierar-
chical" international order, Japan seeks to pursue three identities through the "Indo-Pacific Strategy": a political power, an or-
der leader, and a defender of values. Among them, becoming a "political power" is the fundamental national goal, the pursuit of
being an order leader is a concrete manifestation of this goal, and serving as a defender of values is a key means to achieve the
construction of the Indo-Pacific order. These three identities collectively serve Japan's foreign strategic objectives. However, its
pursuit of a major power identity lacks external consensus: regional organizations such as ASEAN have doubts about its domi-
nance, it struggles to gain full recognition and support from the United States within the framework of the asymmetric U.S.-Japan
alliance, and its rigid thinking of dividing camps based on values has affected the normal development of China-Japan relations.
Keywords: Indo-Pacific Strategy; Political Power; Order Leader; Defender of Values; China-Japan Relations
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