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The Construction of a Marxist Discourse System in Japan: A Historical Study of Key Con-

ceptual Translations in Japanese Versions of The Communist Manifesto

Abstract: As the first programmatic document of scientific socialism, the early Japanese translations of The Communist Mani-
festo not only marked the localization of Marxist discourse but also laid the foundation for its dissemination in East Asia. This
paper examines the historical trajectory of the localization of Marxist discourse in Japan through a diachronic analysis of key
conceptual translations in various Japanese versions of The Manifesto. The study reveals several distinctive features of this pro-
cess: First, the first complete Japanese translation established the basic framework of the discourse system by inheriting Meiji-
era socialist terminology while innovating new translations. Second, deepening theoretical understanding prompted a shift
from descriptive expressions to standardized conceptual categories, achieving semantic precision and paradigm transformation.
Finally, variations across different periods reflect both the consolidation of theoretical consensus and historical adaptability.
This construction process, centered on the creation and evolution of translated terms, essentially results from the interaction of
local traditions, translators' cognition, and sociohistorical contexts. It not only facilitated the dissemination of Marxism in Ja-
pan but also provides a significant reference for comparative studies of East Asian discourse systems.
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