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The Absorption and Resistance of Japanese Translated Terminology in the Late Qing Dy-

nasty: Focusing on Physics Terminology in the Terms Compiling Department

Abstract: The Terms Compiling Department was the only specialized institution for nomenclature unification established by
the late Qing government, marking the first large-scale attempt to standardize terminology in modern times. Its primary objec-
tive was to standardize new terms and counter the influence of Japanese-translated terminology, Yan Fu, who sought to create
his own translations to "counter" Japanese terms, was appointed as the chief compiler. However, most of the physics terminolo-
gy produced by the Terms Compiling Department was derived from works based on Japanese translations. Although many of
the original terms were modified in the "Yan Fu style" and localized, the revised vocabulary was largely unused. The efforts of
the Terms Compiling Department represented a significant attempt by late Qing scholars to bridge Western knowledge with
Chinese tradition and to develop a localized vocabulary system in China. However, these efforts also underscored the profound
and enduring influence of Japanese-translated terminology during that era.
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