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From "History of Civilization' to "Discourse on the Situation'': A Preliminary Discus-

sion on Taguchi Ukichi's Research and Positions on China

Abstract: Taguchi Ukichi was a renowned non-governmental intellectual during Japan's Meiji era. As the founder of Japanese

civilization historiography, he critically synthesized European civilization historiography and traditional Chinese and Japanese

historical theories, creating a unique genre known as "enlightenment history." In his book A Brief History of Chinese Civiliza-

tion, guided by a historical philosophy of "critiquing autocracy", he traced the development and flaws of ancient Chinese auto-

cratic politics. However, his multiple identities and excessive focus on social realities also led to numerous inaccuracies in the

work. Subsequently, through his " Discourse on the situation", he expressed concerns about China's rise and advocated for a lib-

eral imperialist-style colonial expansion toward China. When free trade faced obstacles and the Sino-Japanese and Russo-Japa-

nese Wars broke out in succession, he shifted to accommodating and actively promoting the government's war policies. As

a

non-governmental scholar, Taguchi Ukichi not only produced works on Chinese history but also published political commentar-

ies on China in newspapers and magazines, influencing both academic circles and broader social thought. His unique position

in the genealogy of Chinese studies in Meiji Japan remains significant.
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