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The Ideological Context of the Exegesis of the Myths and Early-modern Phonocentrism:
focusing on Arai Hakuseki and Motoori Norinaga

Abstract: The formation of modern nation-states is closely tied to the unique evolution of their respective written languages.
In the context of early-modern Japan, this is reflected in a phonocentric approach, where phonetic characters are elevated with-
in the Chinese-character cultural sphere. Intellectuals like Arai Hakuseki and Motoori Norinaga sought to uncover the enduring
"voice" preserved in texts written with Chinese characters, especially in their interpretations of myths from the Chronicles.
Through this lens, they aimed to trace Japan's national origins back to the "Age of Gods" narrative within their exegeses. This
ideological foundation is manifest in Hakuseki's Koshitsu and Norinaga's Kojikiden, where both scholars employed an exegesis
approach of using "words" to rectify "names," explored the self-other dynamics of ancient state forms, and compared Japan's
doctrine with the "the doctrine of sage." Despite arriving at different conclusions, both scholars constructed an "ancient" narra-
tive aligned with their own cultural presuppositions, positioning China as the "other" and embedding this constructed past into
the trajectory of modern Japanese intellectual history as an expression of cultural self-awareness.
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