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The Transnational Influence of Zhu Yizun: The Reception and Impact of His Works in
Edo—Period Japan

Abstract: According to the bibliographies of Chinese ship cargoes, Zhu Yizun's writings, composed in the early 18th century,
were introduced to Japan through the medium of book trade. Notably, Zhu's Jingyi Kao was brought to Japan merely four years
after its publication in China. Following its arrival, Zhu Yizun's collected works garnered the interest of the Edo literary
community, leading to the production of Japanese-printed editions such as Pushuting Ji and selections like Zhuzhucha Wencui
compiled by Muras¢ Kaifu. Concurrently, Zhu's refined and elegant writing style gained popularity, influencing Edo literary
figures like Matsuzaki Kyodo and Yasui Ikken, and helping to reform the literary tastes of the period. Zhu Yizun's Jingyi Kao
was also highly esteemed by Edo Confucian scholars. Notable figures such as Inoshishi Keisho and Kaibo Gyoson transcribed
and studied the work, with Ota Kinjou being one of its most fervent admirers. His prominent work, Jiujing Dan, clearly reflects
the influence of Zhu's text. Zhu Yizun not only played a significant role in the development of Chinese scholarship but also had
a profound impact abroad, notably contributing to the flourishing of Classical Chinese Literature and evidential scholarship in
late Edo-period Japan.
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