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The Connotation of Shunro Oshikawa's '"'martial arts' Thought and Its Acceptance in the
Late Qing Dynasty

Abstract: Shunro Oshikawa, the "father of Japanese science fiction", absorbed Western concepts of "freedom, independence,
and human rights" in his creations, as well as the Japanese Bushido spirit of "loyalty to the emperor, patriotism, and martial
arts", along with the "loyalty" of the Chinese chivalrous spirit. These elements collectively established the ideological
connotation of his martial arts concept. The spirit of Bushido gradually assumed a dominant position in his writing, and martial
arts thought became the "righteous name" for Japanese imperialism's aggression and expansion. When the literati of the late
Qing Dynasty translated and introduced his literary works, they were rooted in the profound historical accumulation of
classical martial arts novels, adhering to the principles and methods of sublation, and critically accepted the concepts of
independent human rights and the nation-state in his thoughts, which provided nutrients for the germination and development
of martial arts novels during this period.

Keywords: Shunro Oshikawa; martial arts; Bushido; the late Qing Dynasty
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