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Cross-border Data Flows from the Perspective of Data Sovereignty
and China’s Response

YAO Tian' , WANG Yu®
(1. School of Law, Shandong Jianzhu University, Jinan, Shandong, 250101
2. School of Law, Qinghai Nationalities University, Xining, Qinghai, 810007)

Abstract: Based on the strategy of data as a new production factor, the sovereignty
factor has become a key limitation in the cross-border data flow scenario, which is mani-
fested in the barriers of data location and data exit. Different countries have different posi-
tions on data sovereignty, in which the game of data sovereignty affects the legislative pur-
pose of a country’s legal system for cross-border data flow, and the uncoordinated rules on
cross-border data flow between countries and the lack of international rules in this field
greatly impede the orderly flow of data across borders. China’s treatment of cross-border
data flow upholds the basic concept of balancing security and freedom, on the basis of
which the institutional framework of cross-border data flow should be improved, the special
data protection law should be refined at the right time in the legislation, and emphasis
should be placed on the construction of the response mechanism for cross-border data flow
disputes.

Keywords ; Cross-border Data Flows; National Security; Data Sovereignty; Data Se-
curity
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