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Championing the “China—Central Asia Spirit” for High-quality
Development of China-Kazakhstan Economic and Trade Relations
PEI Changhong NI Jiangfei
Abstract: At the second China—Central Asia Summit, President Xi Jinping proposed

a “China—Central Asia Spirit” of “mutual respect, mutual trust, mutual benefit and mu-
tual assistance for the joint pursuit of modernization through high-quality development” .
This spirit is a highly condensed summary of the long-standing friendship between China
and Central Asia, embodying rich theoretical connotations and distinet contemporary val-
ue. It provides fundamental guidance for both sides to promote common modernization and
jointly build a China—Central Asia community. The institutional framework of China—Cen-
tral Asia cooperation has largely taken shape, and both sides have decided to adopt more
pragmatic measures to strengthen collaboration. China and Kazakhstan, in particular, en-
joy highly complementary economic structures; Kazakhstan boasts abundant energy re-
sources, while China has advantages in technology, capital, and a comprehensive indus-
trial system. Guided by the “China—Central Asia Spirit”, the two countries see broad
space and great potential for cooperation in fields such as the digital economy, green and
low-carbon development, and manufacturing. To turn this potential into tangible out-
comes , efforts should focus on increasing investment in “Middle Corridor” infrastructure to
improve cross-border efficiency, attracting more foreign investment into Kazakhstan’s man-
ufacturing sector to support economic diversification, expanding “the Belt and Road” pro-
jects to realize a multidimensional win-win cooperation framework, and advancing interna-
tional road freight initiatives to further enhance regional connectivity.

Keywords: “China—Central Asia Spirit” ;; Common Modernization; China—Kazakh-
stan Economic and Trade Relations; High-quality Development
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