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Approach to Japanese Honorific Usage in Large Language Models: Comparative Analy-
sis of Deepseek, ChatGPT and ELYZA LLM for JP

Abstract: Honorific expressions have long posed a significant challenge for Chinese learners of Japanese. Effectively harness-
ing the capabilities of large language models (LLMSs) to enhance Japanese honorifics instruction has therefore become a press-
ing issue. In response, this study proposes a three- dimensional analytical framework Vocabulary- Speech Level Selection-
Speech Level Shift to conduct an empirical comparative analysis of DeepSeek, ChatGPT and ELYZA LLM for JP in terms of
their performance in honorific form judgment, semantic recognition and pragmatic inference. The findings indicate that Deep-
Seek and ChatGPT exhibit stronger overall competence in honorifics usage compared to ELYZA LLM for JP. All three models
demonstrate relatively robust performance in semantic recognition of honorifics, including the identification of honorific vocab-
ulary, speech level categories and their semantic features. However, their abilities in pragmatic inference and contextual adapta-
tion remain limited. Based on these results, the study proposes suggestions on how large language models can be utilized to
support and improve the teaching of Japanese honorifics.

Keywords: semantic-pragmatic complementarity; large language models (LLMs); honorifics; comparative study
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