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Time Frame and the Evolution of U.S.—Japan—South Korea Security Cooperation

Abstract: In recent years, trilateral security cooperation among the United States, Japan, and South Korea has shown an accel-
erating trend toward institutionalization, becoming an important component of the U.S.-led mini-lateral security architecture in
the Asia-Pacific region. Previous studies have paid insufficient attention to the temporal dimension of security cooperation, fail-
ing to explain how the United States has strategically communicated to accelerate trilateral security upgrades between Japan
and South Korea, despite their fragile foundation of political trust. From the dual perspectives of benefit discounting and risk
discounting, this study identifies when states decide to upgrade their security relations and elucidates the behavioral logic of
strategic mobilization by the leading power. During the Biden administration, the United States strengthened its security com-
mitments and constructed a shared threat narrative, effectively increasing Japan and South Korea's discount rates of future bene-
fits while reducing their discount rates of future risks, thereby accelerating the realization of mini-lateral security upgrades. Un-
der the Trump 2.0 administration, alliance commitments are expected to be more closely tied to economic interests, reflecting a
clear transactional tendency that may somewhat reduce Japan and South Korea's benefit discounting. Nevertheless, continued
mobilization through the threat urgency is likely to maintain their low level of risk discounting. This suggests that trilateral se-
curity cooperation between the US, Japan, and South Korea will largely remain the same during the Trump era, but Japan and
South Korea may adopt a more cautious attitude.
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