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The Path, Motivations, and Impact of EU Strengthening Cooperation with Japan under
the Indo—Pacific Strategic Framework

Abstract: The introduction of the EU Indo-Pacific Partnership Strategy marks the EU's more proactive involvement in Indo-
Pacific affairs, using values as a policy tool to identify "like-minded" Indo-Pacific partners as a specific implementation path to
expand the boundaries of Indo-Pacific governance. As one of the few developed economies in the Indo-Pacific region, Japan
plays a pivotal role in the EU's Indo-Pacific cooperation framework. Currently, EU-Japan cooperation is showing new trends in
economic and trade industries, maritime security, and non-traditional security, shaping "resilient and diversified value chains"
by leveraging advantages and addressing weaknesses". In terms of cooperation motivations, shared values, Japan's strategic piv-
ot role, and attitude toward China are the main strategic considerations for the EU's emphasis on cooperation with Japan. In the
future, the accelerated implementation of the "Indo-Pacific Strategy" will boost the projection of EU regional influence, spur-
ring competition among multiple forces and complicating the geopolitical game in the Indo-Pacific region. At the same time,
the EU's strategic positioning of China as a "systemic competitor" will further squeeze China's strategic space, posing a chal-
lenge to China's construction of its Indo-Pacific discourse power.
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